Davis

born in Thompson, Windham County, Conn., the
son of George and Elizabeth (Grow) Davis,
whose ancestors were early settlers in Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island. He attended district
school in his native village and an academy in
a neighboring town, and then divided his time
between working on his father's farm and teach-
ing school. In 1860 he secured a place as tutor
in the family of a Georgian, but the outbreak of
the war cut short this employment. In September
1861 he made his escape to the North. His long
and difficult journey was interrupted by his ar-
rest in Atlanta, and in its last stages was through
the theatre of active operations in Kentucky.
Enlisting in the nth Connecticut Infantry, Nov.
27, 1861, he accompanied his regiment on the
North Carolina expedition and after its first en-
gagement, at New Berne, was appointed first
lieutenant, Apr. 5, 1862, The regiment was with
the Army of the Potomac at South Mountain,
Antietam, and Fredericksburg, and was then sent
to southeastern Virginia, where it eventually be-
came a part of the Army of the James and par-
ticipated with it in the final campaign against
Richmond. As captain and major, Davis then
served as a quartermaster in the XXV Army
Corps, which was stationed in Texas in prepara-
tion for possible war in Mexico against Maxi-
milian and the French.

He was mustered out of the volunteer ser-
vice, Apr. 20, 1866, and appointed a captain of
infantry in the regular army, Jan. 22, 1867. He
served for some years with his regiment in the
Southwest, was in charge of building operations
at Fort Douglas, Utah, and San Antonio, Tex.,
and was then selected as assistant engineer on
the construction of the Washington Mounment.
After the completion of this work he was aide
to Gen. Sheridan and later an instructor at
the service school at Fort Leavenworth. Though
a self-trained engineer, he had acquired so high
a reputation that the Nicaragua Canal Construc-
tion Company sought his services, and by joint
resolution of Congress he was granted indefinite
leave of absence without pay that he might ac-
cept their offer. He was vice-president and
general manager of the company from 1890 to
1893, when financial difficulties caused the sus-
pension of work and his return to military duty.
He was promoted major in 1894. In 1895 he
became president of the board in charge of the
publication of the Official Records (of the Civil
War), succeeding Maj. George B. Davis, with
whom he is constantly confused, and carried on
the work until the outbreak of the Spanish-
American War. He became lieutenant-colonel
on Apr. 26,1898, and on May 4 he was appointed
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brigadier-general of volunteers. He organized
and commanded a division of the II Corps,
stationed at Camp Alffer, Va,, and then com-
manded the department of Pinar del Rio, in
Cuba, until recalled to serve on the court of
inquiry convened to investigate (ten. Miles's
allegations as to the quality of the beef furnished
to the troops in the field. lie thus played a part
in the "embalmed beef" controversy. From April
1899 until December 1900 he held the military
governorship of Porto Kico. lie was promoted
colonel in the regular anuy in October 1899,
retaining his brigadier-pfenenilcy of volunteers
until appointed brigadier-general in the regular
army, Feb. 2, 1901, From Porto Rico he was
sent to the Philippines, where he served as pro-
vost-marshal general in Manila for a short time,
as commander of the department of Mindanao
for fourteen months, and, after his appointment
as major-general in July it)oa, as commander of
the entire Philippine division. lie was retired
from active service on July 2(>, 1903, and re-
turned to the United States, In 1904 President
Roosevelt appointed him a member of the Isth-
mian Canal Commission, according to an in-
tention which he had confidentially expressed
shortly before Davis's retirement* The latter
was also designated as governor of the Canal
Zone, where he organized the new government
before retiring from office in 1905. He
served as chairman of the board of engineers
convened to recommend the type of canal to be
constructed, his vote being cast in favor of a
sea-level canal. His opinion was shared by all
the foreign members of the board, but by a
minority of the Americans. He resided in Wash-
ington for the remainder of his life, but twice
went on special diplomatic missions to Guate-
mala. On Apr. 30,1870, he married Maria Car-
men, daughter of Alexander J, Atocha,

[Brief autobiography filed in the War Dept; F. B.
Heitman, Hist. Reg. and Diet, of the U. S. Army
(1903), I, 358; G. W. Davis, John Grow of Ipswich
(1913); Puerto Hico, embracing the Kcfiorts of ting.
Gtm, Geo, W, Davis, Mil. Gov. (War Dcpt, 1800);
G. W, Davis, Report on the MiL Govt, of the City of
Manila, JP, /., from rtgt to xyox; Jos, li, Bishop, T/w
Panama Gateway (19x3, 1915)* The sketch in Who's
Who in America is incorrect as to several dates.]
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DAVIS, HENRY (Sept. 15* I77i-Mar. 8,
1852), clergyman, president of two colleges In
their formative periods, was born at East Hamp-
ton, L. I, the son of John and Mary (Conkling)
Davis, who were of Connecticut stock, Grad-
uating from Yale in 1796, he was for a time
tutor at Williams and then, from 1798 to 1803,
at Yale. During the latter period he studied
theology with Rev. Charles Backus of Somers,
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